LEAD Board Meeting

Tuesday, May 13th, 2008

Attendees: Tim Zink, Jack Llewellyn, Pam Miles, John Francis, Kip Koso, Justin Clifton, Scott Graham, Wally White, Bob Kunkel, Chuck Fredrick, Lisa Wilcox, Christi Zeller, Brad Tafoya, Tom Harrington, Hank Theiss, Ron LeBlanc, Geoff Overington, Kirk Dignum, Samantha Gallant, Jeff Murray, Dave Saleh, Stefanie Goldenberg.

I. Call To Order

Jack called the meeting to order at 7:42 a.m. 

II. Approval of Minutes

Jeff moved to approve the minutes, and Pam seconded. Minutes were unanimously approved.

III. Financial Report

Joe was not present; therefore no financial report was given.

IV. Business Development-Jack

Jack said LLP invitations are now available and he encouraged everyone to go through the program if they haven’t already done so. He said he’s going to the EDCC conference June 9th through the 13th. Jack said he will be presenting the Chamber’s health plan to the Growth Company Initiative soon. Jack said he went to an economic development conference in Burlington recently, and there is another one coming up in the fall. Girls Gone Golfing is Friday, as well as Business After Hours. Our Customer Service Seminar is next week. 

Jack said he is working on finalizing the brochures for the La Plata Loyalty campaign, which they hope to launch at the next economic summit, hopefully in July or August.  Jack asked for opinions on the timing of the economic summit and a few people suggested pushing it back to September. Jack finished by saying he has a conference call with Sabre today and anyone is welcome to participate in that. 

V. Bayfield Update-Justin

Justin said Bayfield just had their first Economic Development meeting and about 30 people from the community were in attendance. The next meeting will be May 22nd at 6 p.m. Jack added there were many positive ideas coming from the community. 

VI. Health Care-Kirk

Kirk said they are interviewing doctors at the moment to hopefully add another primary care physician to the clinic at Mercy. He said they are also looking at putting something in Bayfield also. 

VII. CBD Update-Bob

Bob passed out copies of the downtown economic study for everyone. He said they have begun to survey people downtown to find information such as where shoppers come from, and what are the issues with downtown. Bob said they hope to survey 800 people over the next few months. Bob said the Kiosk will open Memorial Day weekend, and Spring It On is well underway. He said they just had the soccer shootout and the Farmers Market is now open as well. Also, the Arts & Crafts Market of Durango is open every weekend at Buckley Park. He said Clean Day is the 23rd, and the Iron Horse Bicycle Classic is completely sold out. He said they have the usual eight events scheduled for the 4th of July and they will be more on track this year because Buckley Park is completed. He said the library will open in December and in mid-July we’ll break ground on the Transit Center. Kip asked if we could have a presentation on the transit center. 

VIII. City Update-Scott

Scott said they will roll out the Affordable Housing plan to the public and there will be a presentation on the matter tomorrow night from 6-7:30 p.m. for City, County, Chamber, and LEAD people. He thanked Joe Colgan, Tim Zink, Sid Zink, Ron LeBlanc, and all the builders who have already been working on this. 

IX. County Update-Wally

Wally said they laid out the new strategic plan for the county, and came up with 6 core strategies. He said it will take several years to implement as they are trying to set a path for the future. He said the new county manager has experience with this and he says ours is very good. Wally said the County Fair will be the 2nd week of August. He said they’ve been talking to the feds about a Federal Courthouse but the feds want it to be located in downtown Durango. Kip mentioned they are coming to handle a lot of tribal issues so they should try to locate themselves more centrally. Wally said Ignacio Bike Week will be the last week of August and he said he hopes everyone will support this because the money it brings in is very important to this county.

X. Oil & Gas Update – Christi

Christi said 80 or so people have intervened so they’re looking at a big shakeup for industry development. She said they are looking for support letters from anywhere they can get, including LEAD. This will have a trickle-down effect. Chuck asked if the downturn is because of increased efforts south of the border. Christi said no, they can’t quite figure it out. This is something we should all be paying attention to.

XI. Rally Update-Jeff Murray

Jeff said the article in the paper had some misinformation, so he wanted to take an opportunity to clear some of that up. He said the problems in 2006 gave the rally a lot of bad press, so in response to that an organization was formed. This organization does not sponsor any events, but it promotes motorcycle tourism on Labor Day weekend in this area. He said they are trying to get multiple venues around the area so there are more entertainment options. Jeff said they are also working closely with area law enforcement at every step since this is a very significant event for this area.

XII. Other Business

Chuck told everyone to let them know if they want to hear something or want to report on something at an upcoming meeting.

Kip mentioned that he really likes these “field” trips, and that he thinks they are a good idea. 

Everyone then proceeded to a conference room to watch a presentation by Frontier Airlines and then participated in a tour of Three Springs.

XIII. Adjourn

Meeting was adjourned at 9:00 a.m. 

